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Reflexions on the Banishment of Buonaparte. 


HE unprecedented reverses which have marked the che- 
quered career of this most singular man afford matter of 
wutemplation to the politician and the moralist; while they 
inculcate a lesson, inseribed as it were with a pen of iron or 
wamant, for the notice of future despots. The idea of per- 
petual imprisonment is perhaps the most oppressive that can 
flict ahhaman spirit. From the summits of the rocks that 
egirdle his prison, he may ata glance survey the length, and 
breadth, ond compass, of that spot of earth, which is hencetor- 
ward to be the whole world tohim! With three turns of his 
head he may see and enumerate all the material objects that 
ter must meet his sight: a few hills, a few fields, a few val- 
lies, a few houses, and the boundless solitude of ocean stretched 
om every side to meet the incumbent sky. ‘The strong lines of 
impassable limitation that so conspicuously immure him, will 
beeome sensible barriers which he will touch on every side ; 
he will feel crowded with the narrowness of the horizon, 
though his eye be lost in exploring the distance; and the 
ach of heaven, the roof of his confinement, will press like a 
weight upon his brow, ’till he want room to stand erect, and 
gasp for space to breathe in. The very thought of restriction 
i$ death to enjoyments that otherwise might be sweet, and re- 
Vol. 55. 6 C coucile 
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concile us to the evils of our lot, whatever it be. Bat to a ty 
of immeasurable, insatiate, and uncontroulable desires, like} gale 10 
naparte, restriction, such as he must now sevfler, will be depute” 
beyond the power of any being except himself to conceiye, ant © 
From the shores of the loneliest island in creation, to behgg it” 
the sun rising and setting with monotonous splendour emp ite” 
day, the moon and stars night alter night performing ty wiloul 
mouthly and annual revolutions, the clouds sailing through the 
firmament in hurricane-array, or scattered in fanciful fleecy §e ° 
the sea-fowl sporting rouad the cliffs, or diving in the tig” 
the waves everlastingly rolling as the breeze or the tempat ive | 
impels them: to behold these, and nothing more ; to behd hat 
these, over which he can have no power; to behold these, ag ft 
to feel himself bound to the place, as if rooced in the soil, aud he 
like a tree only at freedom above, to move its branches q4t™ 
rather passively to be moved without choice or volition : thi (# 
this will be an aggravation of misery which, to be compm §%* 
hended by another person, must be experienced ; yet cant pec 
be experienced without taking to the spot, and to the trial, thf 
grandeur and the guilt, the fortunes and the reverses, the am 4@™ 


bition and ihe ebasement, of Napoleon Buonaparte. - 
‘ date 
--—_———_____-— ——---— -- ---- + Fyntu 
DUKE OF WELLINGTON. “y 
4 
ve : D, 
(Continued from Page 776.) _ 
. fiew 


>. Wwuer we had hitherto seen was mere “ boy’s play” in ” 

¥ comparison with the “ tug of war” which took place 
rom this time (three o'clock) uatil the day was decided. All 
eur army was formed in solid squares—the French cuirassies §¥ 


f 
advanced io themouthof our caynon—rushed on our bayonets, §™ 
sometimes walked their horses on all sides of a square to look i 
foran opeving through which they might penetrate, or dashed ud 
maciy on, thinking to carry every thing by desperation But . 
not a Gritish soldier moved ; all personal fecling was forgouten 

ia the enthusiasm of such a moment, Each person seeatd'to * 
thiuk tbe day depended oy his individual exertions, aud both M 
sides vied with each other in acts of gallantry. Buomapatte by 
cherged with bis imperial guards, The duke of W ellit&ton " 
led on a brigade consisting of the 52d and 95th regiments w 
Lora Uxbridge was with every squadron of cavalry which was . 
ordered forward. Poor Picton was killed at the head of J" 
our division, while advancing to the first charge. But in short, ; 
look through the list engaged on that dry, and it would be dif- ‘ 
ficult to pulat out one who b.d not distinguished bimself as ; 
inuchas avother, Untileght o'clock the contest raged with ; 
Out intermission, and a {eather seemed only wanting in einer 


scule 
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tog « F 
‘like a ie to taro the balance. At this hour our sitaation on the 
U mp cA . . ; 

Se dessa eicentse was desperate. The Sih division having borne the 
ceive fantof the battles, was reduced from 0000 to 1800. The 6th 
to beh jeision, at least the British part of it, consisting of four re- 
Ur eae gimeuls formed in our rear as a reserve, was almost destroyed 
ing tg ubout having fired a shot, by the terrible play of artillery, 
ough & withe fire of the light woops. ‘The 27th had 40 men, and 
fleecs wey officer but one subalern, knocked down in square with- 
he tig fwmoving an inch or discharging one musket; and at the 
temp je 1 mention, both divisions coul I hot oppose a suflicie: 

» behel font to the enemy, W ho was rapidly advancing WitD crowds «of 
ese, anf fab toops. We had nota single compaay for support, anc 
. emen were so compietely worn out, that it required the 
greatest exertion on the part of the officers to keep up their 
git. Notasoldier thought of giving ground, but victory 
gned hopeless, and they gave themselves upto death with 
peslect indifference. A last effort was our only chance. ‘The 


oil, aud 
ches @ 
»: this 
‘OMpree 


Cantot : ; ; . 
ial, the pemains ot the regiments. were formed as well! as circumétance; 
he ay. quowed, and when the French came within about 40 paces, we 


gop a death-howl, and dashed at them. They fed imme- 
jutely, not in a vegujar manner as before, but in ihe greates: 
—— fonfusion. “Pheir animal spirits were exhausted, the panic 
pread, and in five minutes the army was in complete disorder. 
“ At this critical moment, firing was heard on our left. ‘The 
husians were now coming dowa onthe right flank of the 
euch, which increased their flight to such a degree that no 
» + Bub was ever a greater scene of confusion. ‘The road was 
locked up by artillery—ihe dragoons rode over the intaatr 
All (ms, knapsacks, every thing were throw naway, and sauve 
gipeut! seemed indeed to be the universal feeling. Atelever 


ssiers §F : + 

nets, peock, when we halted, and gave up the pursuit to Biucher’s 
’ . . . ° 

look 4h troops, 150 pieces of cannon, and numbers of prisoners 


shed qM@fallen into our hands. [ will not attempt to describe the 
Bot gee of slaughter which the field prescoted, or represent 
tat any person possessed of the least spark of humanity 
dig |mmbave felt, while we viewed the dreadful situation of some 
both: q Qeusands of wounded wretches who remained without assist- 
witte PMethrough a bitter cold night, succeeded by a day of the 
rton Qatscorching heat. English and French were dying by the 
we of each other, and | have no doubt that numbers who 
wre not discovered when the dead were buried, and who were 
of | Mable tocraw] to any habitation, must have perished by faminc. 
ort, | fa my own part, when we halied for the night, I sunk down 
jf. | Most insensible from fatigue. My spirits and strength 
as | "te completely exhausted ; [ was so weak, and the wound in 
he | By thigh so painful from wantof attention, and in consequence 
er | severe exercise, that after I got to Neville, and secured 
quarters, f did not awake ae Ys! for 36 hours.” 

6C2 A 
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A gentleman who has visited Waterloo since the battle, 9, 
ained. from Jean Baptiste La Coste, who lives at the how 
called Belle Alliance, the following particulars : 

About five in the morning, he was taken prisoner, to sem 
as a guide,and conducted with his hands tied behind him (thy 
he might not escape as a former mau had done) to anoth 
house, belonging to him, opposite to which Buonaparte hal 
slept. Observing the French soldiers plundering and destro, 
ing this house, he cried ; Buonaparte asked what he cried fy 
he replied, “ because your soldiers are destroying all ny pr 
perty, and my family have no where to put their head.” Bu 
naparte said, “ do you not know that [ am emperor, and em 
recompense you an hendred times as much?” He was placed 
on a horse immediately between Buonaparte and his first aide 
de-camp, his saddle being tied to the saddle of a trooper be 
hind him, that he mizht not escape. They proceeded a lin 
beyond Belle Alliance, and Buonaparte took the ground ona 
small eminence on the opposite side; a sort of body guard of 
twelve pieces of artillery, very light, surrounding them. From 
this spot he woald command be sth lines. He first observed, 
** how steadily those troops take the ground ; how beautifully 
those cavalry form, regardez ces * chevaur gris! Qui sont ca 
beaux cavatiers? Ces sont des braves troupes, mais dans une deni 
heure je les couperat en pieces. Observing how the chasms in the 
British squadrons were filled up, the instant they were made 
by his artillery, he exclaimed “ quelles braves troupes ! comme 
t/s se travaillent, ils travaillent tres bien, tres bien,” he asked la 
Coste the particulars of every house, tree, wood, rising ground, 
&e. with which he seemed well informed, holding a map in his 
Jeft hand, and intent upon the action all the day, incessantly 
taking snuff from bis waistcoat pocket, in large pinches, of 
which he violently snuffed up about half, throwing the other half 
from him with a strong exertion of the arm, and thamb, and 

finger, as if from vexation ; this was all the refreshment he 
took for 14"hours; he frequently placed his left hand upon the 
neck of La Coste’s horse, to speak to the aid-de-camp om the 
other side of him. Seeing La Coste flinch at the shower of 
shot, he replied, “ Do not stir, my friend, a shot will kill you 
equally in the back as the front, or wound you more disgrace 
fully.” About half past five, hearing the fire of the Prussians 
ov the right of his rear flank, leaning his hand on the neck of 
La Coste’s horse, and seeing the British cavalry, from their 
right and left flanks, making atremendous charge tha: would 
have encircled his personal position, he excl. imed “ Ii faut 
que nous nous sauvons,” retreating, with all his staff, about tory 
yards along the road, and within about twenty yards of the 
‘ house, 


* Meaning the’ Scots Greys. 
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pose, Belle Alliance, he halted, and putting the glass to his 
¢, saw tbe Briiish cavalry intermingled, pele mele, and fu- 
pously cutting the French treops in pieces. He exclaimed 
tquelles tervibles ces chevaux gris!” (meaning the Scots 
Ss which had particularly ori the day, and at that 
ponent, attracted his auention.) “ L/ faut nous depecher, nous 
decker.” ‘They aad all the cavalry commenced a gallop ‘till 
they got vboat three leagues beyoud Charleroy, where they 
halted, and pitched a tent upon a grass plat, about nine at 
sight. A fire was kindled, und retreshment placed upon a 
chair, which: Buonaparte took, the first for fourteen hours, 
standing with bis back to the fire, with bis hands generally bee 
hind him, conv: rsing with a circie of nine, whose horses La 
Coste had been ordered io hold ‘till the party, about two in the 
morning, broke up, when each taking his horse, the servant of 
the last gave La Coste a Napoleon dor, which he exchanged, 
afier a twenty four hours fast, to retresh himself and tamily. 
La Coste isa veryintelligem peasant, lives in the shi attered 
house Belle Alliance, shews the room where the prince of Wa- 
terloo and Blucher shook hands, which he did not see, and 
conducts visitors all-over the ground, desciibing every pariica- 
lar. The observatory, he says, was erected before the action, 
and had nothing to do with it. Vhe ground is now mostly 
ploughed up, and there is by no means now so horrid an ap- 
pearance as | have seen in some places in Spain afier an action, 


(To be concluded in our neat.) 





History of the Steam Boat. 
By R. Buchanan, Esq. 


O early as the year 1801, a vessel propelled by steam was 
tried on the Forth and 'C Nyde inland navigation, but was 
laid aside, amoug other reasons, on account of the injury it 
threatened to the | banks of the canal by the agitation of the 
water: and as far as { can learn, the same objection still subs 
sists to the use of stenm- boats on artificial canals so narrow as 
those usual in Great Brita. That objection, however, I 
should think, does not apply to some of those of Holland, and 
oiher countries on the continent. 
The first attempt on any scale worthy of netice, to navigate 
by steam on the river Clyde, was in the year 1812*. A pas- 
sace 


* The first steam-boat in America was launched at New York on 
the 3d of October, 1807, and began to ply on the river between that 
city and Albany, a distance of about 120 miles. 
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sage boat of about 40 feet keel and 10} feet beam, having g 
steam. engine of only three horses’ power, began to ply on the 
river. Since that period the number of boats has gradually jg. 
creased. 

Besides three vessels which have left the Clyde, there are six 
at present plying on the river, two of which carry goods ag 
well as passengers. They have on the whole been gradually ip. 
creased in tonnage as well as.in the power of their engines; 
and still larger boats and more poweriul engines are now co. 
structing ; among others, one of about 100 feet keel and 17 
feet beam with an engine of 24 horses’ power; and one of 
equal burthen, having an engine of 30 borses’ power. These 
boats are all neatly fitted up, and some of them even eleganily 
decorated. 

On board all the passage steam-boats are newspapers, 
pamphlets, books, &c. for the amusement cf the passengers, 
and such refreshments as are desirable on so short a voyage, a 
distance of about 26 miles by water, and 24 by land. 

The voyage betwixt Glasgow and Greenock, including stop. 
pages at intermediate places, is commonly accomplished im 
from tivee to four hours, the vessel taking advantage of the 
tide agfar'as circumstances will permit: but as they start at 
different hours from the same place, they are sometimes obliged 
to go part or nearly the whole of their voyage against the 
tide. 

The voyage has been accomplished in 2} hours ; the tide 
being favourable, but against a moderate breeze of contrary 
wind, 

A: first, owing to the novelty and apparent danger of the 
conveyance, the number of passengers was so very sinall that 
the only steam-boat then on the river could hardly clear her 
expenses; but the degree of success which attended that at- 
tempt soon commanded public confidence. The numbers of 
passengers which now go in those boats may seem incredibie 
to those who have not witnessed it. Travelling by land has 
not ouly been nearly superseded, but the communication very 
greaily increased, owing tv the cheapness and facility of the 
conveyance. Many days infine weather, from 500 to 600 bave 
gone from Glasgow to Port-Glasgow, and returned inthe same 
day. One of the boats alone has been known to carry 247 at 
one time. ‘The increase of travelling in consequence of navi- 
ge iou by steam, may be estimated by the number that went 
in the common passage boats before the introduction of this 
agent: at thet time, the highest estimate even for summer did 
not much exceed 50 up and 50 down, and those zeuerally of 
the lower class of the people. The number that then went by 
coaches may be thus estimated: four coaches up and four 
coaches down, which migit average six passengers each. ' 

1) 











































ee 


=s 














ving a 
on the 
ly ig 


Te six 
ds ag 
ly in. 
ines; 
 CON- 
id 17 
ve of 
‘hese 
antly 


pers, 
gers, 
Ce 


top. 
| in 
the 
tat 
ged 
the 


ide 
ary 


the 












































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 787 


In the summer, the pleasure of the voyage and the beauty 
éfahe scenery attract multitudes ; and the bathing-places be- 
fiw Greenock have, in consequence of the easy. passage, beea 
gtowded beyond former example. 

The scenery near Glasgow is sylvan and beautiful, but be- 
d@mes bolder and more picturesque as the river descends, until 
{terminates in the rugged mountains of the West Highlands. 





Curious Facts in Natural History. 
CAMELION, 


\ R. Forbes, in his “ Oriental Memoirs,” an interesting 
AVA and splendid work, published in 1813, says that, when ‘ 
at Dazagan, in Concan, he kept a camelion for several weeks, 
ud paid great attention to its changing colours. lis general 
colour was a pleasant green; spotted with pale blue. Its cuse 
tomary changes were to a bright yellow, a dark olive, and a 
doll green ; but, when irritated, or when a dog approached, ia 
which case the body became considerably inflaied, and the 
skin clouded like tortoise-sbell, in shades of yellow, orange, 
green, and black ; in these circumstances it appeared to most 
advantage.. The anitnal was most singularly affected by any 
thing black : the skirting-board of the roow was black, and 
the creature carefully avoided it; but if, by chance, he came 
near it, or if a black hat was placed in his way, he shrank to a 
skeleton, and became as black as jet. It was evident, by the 
cae he took to avoid those objects which occasioned this 
change, that it was painfal to him. The colour seemed to 
operate like a poison. 
BATS. 


Obliged to take up his quarters in the tomb-chambers of a 
Mahomet grave (for the houses were not to be defiled by ade 
witting a Christian), Mr. Forbes had first to drive out the pres 
tious Occupiers—some enormous bats, from their size deno- 
minated * flying foxes.’ Those animals frequently measure 
six feet from wing to wing. 


PARROTS. 


On the coast where Angengo is situated, the parrots are as 
much dreaded, at the time of harvest, as a fligh' of locusts, or 
a desolating Mahratia army. They darken the air by their 
numbers, and when they alight in a rice field, carry off every 
grain in a few hours. 

9 MONKEYS. 
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At Dhuboy, the capital of a district containing eighty-fow 
villages, of which Mr. Forbes was appointed governor (after 
its surrender to General Goddard in 1780,) he found as many 
monkeys as haman beings. They seemed to have full posses 
sion, of all the roots of the houses, and they are sometimes 
called in as auxiliaries in disputes between neighbours, [y 
quarrels of this kind they never have recourse to blows, bat 
employ every kind of invective against each other, and against 
all their relatives. The person who is worsted in this war of 
words frequently takes an opportunity to strew some rice over 
the roof of hisadversary’s house. ‘The monkeys soon discover 
this treasure, and resort in crowds to pick it up; when, finding 
that mach of it has fallen between the tiles, (whicl are not 
nailed down as with us) they make no scruple to remove them, 
and nearly unroof the house. When workmen cannot be pro 
cured to repair the roof, rain is admitted, which ruins the fur 
Biture, and the stock of grain. 





On the Pernicious Consequences of Gaming. 


T iscommonly said that a man who games has an equil 
chance of winning, as of losing; and, therefore, it is at 
gued, that, as his adversary has no other advantage, than 
what he himself possesses, to a man of desperate fortune, 
gaming is not an ineligible resource. If a man, indeed, was 
always well acquainted with the game, the honesty of his ad- 
versary, or the principles of the parties he wages on, then aa 
argument of this nature might cerry some air of plausibility; 
but who can be sure of these? Play, which was originally in- 
tended as a relaxation from more serious pursuits, or, as Mr. 
Addison tells us, to give people in mixed companies something 
to do, who had nothing to say, is now become an infamous 
profession ; and every thing that should be held sacred in man 
is violated by a set of wretelies, who have no other business in 
society than to labour for its destruction: a man therefore of 
desperate fortune, who thinks to repair it by this method, falls 
a dupe to the weakest of contrivances. 

The artifices of gamesters by profession are as ingenious, 
as they are endless; and numbers of these constantly ply 
about every public place, who mutually serve each other's vil- 
lainous purposes, unawed by fear, unchecked by shame, and 
unmoved by humanity. But we will suppose this is not always 
the case, and that a man of penetration, or as the phrase is, 
“ amau who knows the best of the game,” shall be able to 
lay his bets, at least, on an equal chance; let us suppose still 

G further, 
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further, that fortune favours him, and that he is for a time 
vader her brightest influence—bad debts, payment of games, 
perquisites to waiters, and along train of et ccteras, will in the 
end so reduce this success, that nothing but an unceasing ron 
of good luck (the chances against which are almost infinite) 
can make him atolerable gainer. Add to ail these the certain 
loss of time, which employed in almost any other pursuit could 
sarce fail of turning out to greater advantage. 

One of the most capital enjoyments in this life is the confi- 
dence of friendship; it is an asylam where the unfortunate 
and wretched draw their chiefest consolation in the hour of af- 
fiction ; but unhappily for a gamester, he is of all characters 
in society, robbed of this satisfaction; the people who know 
him best, know bim to be worthless; they will not depend 
upon a man’s word, whose trade obliges him to be destitute of 
principle; so that, outcast from the world, and totally without 
sopport, he either falls a victim to his own despair, or the vioe 
lated laws of his country. 

It is an observation as just as any on the catalogue of re- 
marks, that no gamester was ever an ceconomist; arun of 
good fortune, not only blots away the remembrance of losses, 
but opens an avenue to every species of prodigality: all sud- 
den acquisitions have this effect; and if we look round this 
extensive metropolis, we shal] hardly find at any one time, half 
adozen persons (out of the many thousands who follow this 
infamous profession) that have made any thing like indepen- 
dency ; on the contrary, they are no less needy than contempti- 
ble, and like the ravenous wolves of the forest, have nothing 
but the prey of the hour for their necessary support. 

Inthe course of these observations, I am sorry to be under the 
necessity of remarking, that in a country so distinguished for 
commerce as our’s, a species of this vice should*ever get foot- 
ivg: public receptacles for public gamesters need only to be 
known, to be shunned, but what shall we say when these two 
great marts of industry, the Exchange and the Alley, (that 
originally gave rise to our consequence, and made this king- 
dom what she is, the patroness of arts, and rival of Europe) 
what shall we say when these piaces, that should be sacred to 
honesty and fair dealing, are too often dishonoured by every 
species of stock-jobbing fraud; and where, under the hypa- 
critical mask of industry, the ruin of families is effected ? 

This is a subject big with such effects, that [ must dismiss 
it to relieve myself; it is a subject that must pain every lover 
of his country to reflect on, as it is impossible to detach bim- 
self from this idea, that it will, in time, be a principal occa- 
tion of the ruin of a country, whose extensive commerce, and 
Vol. 55. 6 D great 
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great integrity, once lield herup in such ‘Colsequence ‘to the 
res’ of Burope. 


London. T. B. 


MYSTERIOUS TIUSBAND. 


\ N anonymous correspondent has favoured us with the 
f KX fullowing curious account, which he assures us is genuine; 
—He was walking in the neighbourhood of Edmonton witha 
friend, who requested bis parucular attention to a female, then 
happening to be in the same path-way with thea, she having 
atiracted much notice m that quarter, in consequence of her 
cbent imariiage, under very peculiar circumstances. She had 


! 


i 
ee . ' ° 

been servant at a tavern toere, and Wattle lon the guests al ule 

. ' . " ’ q . . 

Sunday ordinary, which ts hé!d throughout the year. At this 


ofdinary, one ge otleman was a constant attendant, and was gee 
ncraily supposed to be ove of the pumerons clerks of the city 
of Loudon, who have no other opportunity of enjoying the 
fresh air. He usuall rec 


.' 
y occupied the same seat, aud appeared 
' 


much reserved, except when addressing the maid-servant, to 


wards whom his demeanour was very kind and condescending 
—and’at length, he made a formal proposal of marriage t 
girl, who had more sense than often fills to the lot 
uf persons in that sphere of life, did not object to the prope 
sal, but earnestly entreated that a small suui might be settled 
usa provision against any casualties, woich, in consequence of 
her intended elevation, she micht be less able to bear. This 
suggestion met with allthe avtention that could be hoped for 


The ecntleman eerced to settle 10001. and Jost no time in sel 
ling out stock for raising that sum. The happy day was now 
sppointed, but not before the lover had ex] lained to the fait 
object of his choice, that they could only meet once a week, 


and had exacted from her a promise never to u ge him toa 
further explanation of the circumstances which reduced hin 
to the necessity of submitting to so painful a separatiod! 
They were accordingly inarried, and went on very pleasantly, 
until the lady, prompted by a curiosity, which (whether troly 
or pot we will not venture to affirm) ts said to be peculiar to 
the sex, requested that he would coufide the secret toher. At 
this request the manner of the enamoured spouse became 
wuch altered, and, after betraying a considerable degree ol 
irritation, he commande: her never again to obtruce | ibe 
ject upon him. The storm was thus suffered to blow over ior 
‘a time; but curiosity, perhaps, is one of the most powerlul 
motives agitating the human breast, and this new Psyche had 


> 





not philosophy enough to withstand it) She again ent edited 
a solution of the mystery, but the entreaty was me: ouly bya 
frown 
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fown-~she pleaded her affection—and. finding all of no avail, 
se threatened to have him watched to the plice of lus retreat. 
This had the effect of extorting a declaration from him ; and 
he assured her that she mighi probably discover his secret, but 
that if she did, she would never see him afterwards. Not 
githstanding this dechiration, made with great coolvess and 
frmness, the imprudeat woman persisted, and, by the help ot 
ome busy Iricnds, was introduced to ber busband in his dis- 
guise as oNe of the common beggars of the metropolis; she 
poke to him in that situation; but, as he then told ber for the 


kst time, she has never seen iim since! 


Mr. -Lee’s new Method of Preparing Flac. 


T the annual festival of Lenan and Vinny Water, im: For- 
farshive, in Scotland, the topic which most engaged the 
attention of ‘the guests, was the discovery of a method of pre- 
paring flax ier the spindle without steeping, or flax-mills, by : 
nost safe, expeditious, andcheap process. [t was allowed that 
his discovery. would be of the greatest importance tu Great 
Briain anil lycland, and pasticulaly so to the county of Far- 


far. A letier, respecting. this discovery, of which an ample 





extract follows, was received from Joha Wilson, esq. merchan 
} “ Y . ~ ’ > , - yee 7 
in Dundee, by George Dempste r, esg,,of Dannichen, preses 
of the sociciy. 
) } ht SRS, SARK SED ry , : 
“ Thave regenily sega, in the neighbourhood of Londen,.2 
y . . x Ps | se e “ e. . 1° . M ‘ 
discovery of the highest; tmportance to ibe tien manufacty 
a] 7 ~ ° ’ ' 
of Great Britain aod Ireland. ‘ie author of the discovery is 


¢ 


James Lee, esq. Old Vord, in Middlesex,; of whose ingeauity 
Iwasa witness. The flax -he « peyated upon was produc n 
Hampshire, and similar ta the growth of this country, Me 
lee’: process is altogether novel, simple, andeflectual. To in-. 
we iis success, the flax, wust be pulied in an early state,—that 


is, before seed ts riper ed, and it must then, be carefully dried 
and tacke d for its subseq: eul operat 12S, Mr. Lx discove re d 


that the steeping of flax «ud hemp in water, or dew retting 
fis has hitherto been ithe universal practice in al! countrics,) 
eceasions the destruction of a coustderable proportion of thre 
fax and hemp, and that dwing the period of steeping, the 


colouring principle is eagrained into the flaxeu fibre; from 
Shich ‘arises all the sub equent waste lrom roiting, extra beck- 
ing, and reducing the strength of the material by a lene pro- 
cessof artificial ande x pe isive | ichin 


“T saw Mr. Lee t2ke a handful of flax with the seed oni 
His firs operation was to eat off the seed by a sunple ma- 
chine; secondly, to break their stalks by a coarse break ; aud 
iburdly, by a fiuer one of th me construction. These thr 

fs; ‘> 


ov 3 ; pre €ases 
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processes constitute his first licence. The next operation wa 
to pass the flax between two fiuted rollers: this separates the 
fibres, and atthe same time fiees the flax from any towy sul 
stance., The flax is finished by passing it over a coarse hevkley 
to stretch the fibres, and carry off any tow. In this state ipwa 
ready for bleaching, The handful which I had seen subjected 
to the previous operations was now immersed by Mr. Lee inw 
hot waier, which speedily absorbed its colouring principle; 
By two band washings, and wringing out the water, rhe flax 
appeared to be half white. By immersion in soap and watet, 
the colour was raised to a silvery brilliance, which is heightened 
by exposure to the sui aod wind. These operations wete all 
gone through in the space of one hour. Mr. Lee prepare 
hemp free of water steeping or dew reiting, in the same man. 
ner as stated in the above processes, and with similar effect, 


“© Dundee, July 14.” 





ATTACHMENT TO ANIMALS. 


OME months since two persons died in Paris, who had 
J been all their lives remarkable for attachment to animak, 
One was a person of property ; he inhabited a small house; on 
the first floor he kept Guinea pigs; on the second pigeons; 
during thirty years he had. been celebrated for having the finest 
animals of those species. His house was deserted by all bis 
friends, in consequence of the intolerable stench arising from 
his menagerie. His property would have been sutlicient to 
have supported him with respectability, but he had expended 
so much in food for bis favourites, and in the improvement of 
his stock, that when he died not a shilling was left. His rela 
tions were obliged to se!! off all the Guinea pigs and pigeons to 
defray his funeral expences, 

The other singular character was a person who constantly 
carried dogs in his pockets. He was, in every sense, the friend 
and supporter of that valaable quadruped. His bread and 
soup he always shared with his favourites; they were his con- 
stant companious, and he watched over them with the care of 
a nurse. He had terriers, poodles, spaniels, and, in short, one 
of alinost every breed. As they increased in number and size, 
he found himself at a loss to carry them in bis usual way; 
however, he at last contrived to keep one under each arm, two 
in his pockets, and one on his shoulder, Thus en aged, he 
frequently enjoyed a promenade on the Boulevard, followed 
by the rest of his companions. The ridicule of the passengers 
had no effect. He preferred the company of his canine fa- 
vourites to his own, and the pleasure he derived from his ma 
nage 
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pt of them more than compensated for the jokes and 
we of the public. About two years before his death he had 
temisfortune to lose his sight, and in that situation his dogs 
mamed the kindness received from their master. Determined 
yo part from them, he fastened the whole to a cord, and 
bgfaithful companious led him occasionally on the favourite 
ik to which he had led them. At his death the howling of 
iheanimals was dreadfal, but the person who inherited his pro. 
y, having less sensibility than the deceased, applied a horse- 
and forced them into tle street, where they remained 
iout the house until the body was laid in the grave. What 
beame of the dogs after we did not learn. This, however, 
as on the whole a most striking instance of mutoal attachment 
iewween wan and the most grateful of all animals. 





A Defence of Vice, and Immorality.—Ironice. 


TO THE EDITOR, 
Sir, 


— Ridiculam acri 
Fortius et melius plerumque secat res. 
Hor, 

|" is wisely ordained. by the laws of England, that the person 

of the monar'ch is sacred; us also, that the king can ao ao 
trong. The meaning of this last maxim [ take to be, that, if 
trong should happen at any time to be done, the blame is to 
b laid upon the administration, and not upon the king. 
Afriend, some ycars ago, took me into the house of com- 
fons, to attend the debutes upon ihe opening of a session; 
When an honogratle gentleman made so free with the speech, 
which [ had bat jast before heard most gracefully pronounced 
by his majesty from the throne, that wy hair stood an eud, and 
Iwas all over in a cold sweat; ‘till, towards the close of his 
oration, he relieve? and restored me, by mentioning, in a pa- 
rnthesis, that the speech was always considered, in that as- 
rmbly, as the speech of the minister. 
Sheltering uryseli, therefore, under this distinction, 1 cannot 
rftain from offering a few remarks on a late production, preg- 
mat as many are of Opinion, with much mischief io the come 
Munity. The reader sces thoi L mean, A proclamation for the 
aicouragement of picty and virtue, und for preventing and punish- 
mg of vice, profanencss, and unmoralily. 


That 
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That the scheme proposed shouli! be. carried into execution 
does not indeed seem probable. : When we:cousider how jog 
vice, profaneness, und immorality, have been increasing aw 
us, what'a powerful party they have formed, how much fashing 
is.on their, side, and how very strong the tide runs, the allemp 
may be thought to resemble that of the man who endeavonre 
to stop the Thames at-London-bridge, with his hat; unless ty 
rich andthe great would set:the example. 

[ have always been an enemy: to: pains and penalties. . Thy 
word punishment isa bad word; and the, thing: itself is mueh 
wers¢. When once it bégins the wisest man living canno: sé 
wheye it willend, or what will become of-our liberties. Bop, 
as the sheepstenler said, f-if a gentleman cannot kill his ogg 
mutton, without being hanged for it, Lshould be glad te-know 
what we have got by the revolution.” In shoit, one must be 
withouta-nose, not to smell something here of arbitrary 
power. 

The.idea of-a Sanday; unenlivened by a litde innocent play, 
js a very dull and dreary one... L know a family in town that 
has made the experiment, . The. consequence was, that before 
nine in the evening, the’members‘of it ‘found themselves 9 
cross, peevish, and out of temper, that, had it not been for aa 
early supper, and a glass of yood wine, they could hot have 
gone to bed tn Christian ebarity with each other. 

Bot mech more distressfyl still was ihe, case of a lady, whos 
husband, being in the commission, had lent his assistance to 
suppress gaming ona Suoday iv a neighbouring public house, 
It struck him tbat cards on that day in a private Louse, night 
not, jast then, be quite. so proper; and he ventured to hint a 
wuclrto his lady. She had always apprehended the gospel to 
have been designed for the poor; and was astoni-hed:to find 
that ans thing-in the proclamation could apply to persons of 
herr uk iniite, “ The party was made, and what could be 

done?” A thought, however, luckily occurred; and when the 
company was »ssembled, after an apology suitable to the occa- 


sion, mstead of the card tables, she introduced the entertain- 
t hesand glees, [he thing: took mightily, and 
was judge’ a pretty voriety.. Otherwise a disappomiment of 
such a nature, 


ment ot cate 


spreading, as it must have done, like an electrical 


shock throughout all the polue circles, might have bred bad 
blood, and produced a veners] insurrection, 

Ittares woh religion as with a shuttlecock, which is stricken 
from one to another, and rests with none. The rich apprehend 
itto have been designed for the poor; and the poor, in their 
turn, tis it caleu: cd chiefly for the rich. Anold acqualnl- 
auce of mine, who omitied no opporinnity of doing good, cise 
cour-ed with barber who shave. bim on the manner of 


spending his sabbath, (which wes not quite as it should be,) 
- and 
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fil the necessity of his having more religion than at preseat 
seemed to be possessed of. The barber proceeding in his 
gork of lathering, replied, that he thought he had tolerably 
gl for a barber; as, in his apprehension, one-third of the 
igion, Necessary lo save a gentleman, would do to save a 
barber. 

|mention this, because I have received a letter of consider- 
ilelength, praying redress of grievances, from a person who 
kis lodgings in Broad St. Giles’s, He speaks of a very snag 
wd comfortable neighbourhood there, which is likely to be 
broken up and dispersed by the proclamation, and nobody cau 
él why. 

He himself holds twenty houses by lease, which are let out 
ridy furnished. Matters are conducted in a manner so per- 
feetly economical, that though there is no more than one bed 
ineach room, there are usually two or three, and sometimes 
den four occupiers of that one room and bed. That ine fur- 
tiwre is of an expensive and Jaxurious kind, no one can say 5 
# it consists only of a stump bedstead, « flock bed, a pair of 
deets, (frequently only one sheet,) a blanket or two, a chair 
two, (gener lly without backs), and a grate, but mostly 
fithout shovel, tongs, and poker. The sheets are commonly 
marked with the name of the owner, and the words slop thief! 
we added for private reasons. 

In two adjuining alleys are forty more houses, let out in like 
gttto iuhubitants, in number four hundred, consisting of 
situmpets, pick pockets, footpads, housebreakers, and thieves 
if every description, from all quarters of the town, But what 
hen? They must have lodgings, as well as other people; and, 
if they were to be in the street all night, it would be dangerous 
for the rest of his majesty’s subjects to pass. ‘lo avoid suspi- 
tion, the houses are continually hghted, and kept open all 
right ; and to shew that hypocrisy has no. place there, what 
wed to be practised only in private at midnight, is now prace 
tied in public at mid-day. 

To accommodate the poor there are two-penny lodging- 
houses, Ove man, in particular, nakes up every might toiwty- 
fre beds, aud takes is mea and women at two-pence or threes 
peace apight; but if aman and woman come in together, he 
leerives one stilling a night for the two, 

No societylcan be under betterrega! tions than this is. Thus, 
for instance, when a prostitute has decoyed aman, and robbed 
him, the mistress of the house bas half the pay afd the piun- 
der; end if one of these iadies intrade upon that beat or walk, 
Which another regards as her excius:ve right, the matter is de- 
termed, as much greater matiers are, by a battle. 

Nor ean there be reasen to fear, that this society should ever 
become so humerous, 25 to be any anneyance to the public; 
y sluce 
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since care is taken, that a sufficient number is hanged evey 
session, to maintain a balance; aud some rooms are always m 
served for the reception of the dead bodies, which are brough 
back after execution, to their old: lodgings, ‘ull they. can k 
otherwise disposed of. 

Such is the substance of my friend’s letter, which he desing 
may be communicated to his countrymen, thut ‘hey may knos 
what they have to expect frou ihe present systew of despotiag, 
when a few neighbours cannat live peaceably together withoy 
being disturbed, and hunted out by proclamations. He hopg 
all honest men will join him in.a petition for the removal of aj 
evil counsellors; and concludes with the old British axiom, 
My house is my castle; under no dread, as it should seemyof 
the retort courteous ance made to such a declaration by am 
gistrate in Oxford of arbitrary principles; “ Then, Sir, th 
castle shall be your louse.” 

It is not easy to estimate the loss which the community ¢ 
large will sustain by the dissolution of this worthy neighbour 
hood. For if a gentleman be robbed of his watch, it math 
replaced by another: if bis portmanteau be stolen, he must by 
new cloaths and linen: if his house be broken open, and 
stripped of his furniture, he must apply to the upholsterer: il 
he be beaten aod wounded, to the surgeon: nay, should bel 
even killed, the undertaker and the sexton will be the better fa 
it: and if the usual quantity of gin be not consumed, ria 
must seize on those whe vend it. Trade must stagnate. Thus 
incontrovertibly doth it appear, that private vices (if indeed 
they may be called vices,) are public benefits. 

lsay, “ if they may be called vices;” because [ do not see 
why, should we so please, they may not be called virtues. The 
nature of things in themselves is nothing; our opinion of 
them is all: and if our opinion alters, the names of things 
should alter with it. Indeed, they do, aud must do so. Thus, 
when two gentlemen go out with pistols, and shoot each other 
through the head, or the heart, it is no more than an affair of 
honour: when one seduces the wile or the daughter of another, 
it is merely an attachment: and to cheat a man out of bis 
estate, is only to pluck a pigeon. In the neighbourhood above 
described, the nomenclature is much. farther advanced, and bas 
nearly sttained perfection. They have a language peculiar to 
themselves, in which when they relate their tra.:sactions, they 
may have been doing what is pertectly just and right, for any 
thing we can tell to the contrary, since the words are not 10 be 
found in any dictionary bat their own. 

Here then, as some will think, is a more expeditious way of 
preventing vice, than by proclamation; and what is much to 
be desired, of doing it without infliction of punishweni, by 
the sole and simple expedient of voting vice to be a, 
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The scheme is plaasibic, but I must confess [ have my doubts. 
Jf we once vote vice to be virtue, I am afraid, that by a ne-= 
ewity of nature, virtue, per contra, must become vice; abd 
gwe shail but be where we were: there will still be vice in the 
world. 

Wheo the welfare of his country is coneerned, every man 
joes to be a little bit of a projector. On going deeper 
ino the subject, | think I have hit apon a plan, which 
gillmake root und branch work of it, and do the business ef- 
lectaally. . 

That the effect may cease, tle cause must be removed. Now, 
ghat is the cause of vice? Most undoubtedly, the law: for. 
wiethere no law, there could be no transgression. Abolish 
then, at once, the use of all law, haman and divine. I grant 
te step a bold one, requiring a minister of firmness and reso- 
tion to take it; bat when once taken, the advantages will be 
pany and great. 

ln the first place, vice will, at one stroke, be extirpated from 
te face of the earth; for whén a man las no law but his own 
til, we may defy him to do any thing illegal. Never trust to 
gral impossibility, where physical is to be hud. 

Secondly, it will put anend to the expence and trouble of 
hw-suits; and (as equity would fall with law,) to all tedious 
wd everlasting swits in chancery, so much and so long com- 
pained of. 

Thirdly, it will be u saving to the nation of one-tenth of the 
poduce of all the lands in England and Ireland, and conse- 
qently put a stop to the ravages of the White-boys, and 
hight-boys, in this latter kingdom, as well as all disputes be- 
ween ministers and their parishioners in the former; since, a8 
there would be no more occasion for reading prayers and 
peaching, the payment of tythes must, of course, be at an 
end. 

Fourthly, it will procure a perpetual holiday for the gentle- 
mer af either robe, who, in future, will have nothing to 
do, but to hunt, shoot, and play at cards. The same 
may be said respeciing the members of both houses of par- 
lament. 

Fitthly, it will make Sunday as cheerful a day as any day of 
the week. 

Such are the conveniences that would attend the execution 
df my plan; and after considering the subject on all sides, for 
ix hours, in my elbow chair, I protest I cannot think of any 
we incouvenience to set against them; nor can I devise any 
uetlod likely to be so effectual in redressing the grievances 
‘easianed by the proclamation to the subject. 


O. P. O. 
Vol. 55. 6E Wild 
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Wild. Cats in Britain. 


HE dog is thought to be an indigenous animal of this 
island, as we find mention made of British dogs in the 
most early accounts we have of the country ; but it is nots 
with the cat, as. appears from the laws of Hoel Dha, who die 
A. D, 948, where a considerable value is put upon, and the pro. 
perty of them is secured by penalties, 

As the cat isa beast of prey, and particularly fond of birds 
the creature is apt to stroll into the fields, and if it meets with 
success there, will often become wild without returning home, 
Hence came a breed of wild cats here, which formerly were an 
object of sport to hunismen.. Thus, Gerard Camville, in the 
sixth year of King John, had special licence to hunt the hare, 
fox, and wild cat, throughout all the king’s forests; and in the 
23d of Henry ILL. Wiliam, Earl Warren, by giving Simon de 
Pierrepont a ygoshawk, obtained leave to hunt the buck, doe, 
hart, hind, hare, fox, goat, cat, or any other wild beast, in cer 
tain lands of Simon’s. But it, was not for diversion or spor 
alone, that this animal was pursued in ciace; for the skin wa 
of value, being much used by the wuns in their habits, as a far, 
Hence in Archbishop William Corboyl’s Canons, in the year 
1197, itis ordained, “ that no abbess or nun use, more cosy 
apparel than such as is made of lamb’s, or cat’s skins.” Bu 
their fur is said to be more valuable in North America. The 
wild cat is now almost lost in Engiand, according to Mr. Pen 
nant, in the first volume of his Zoology, And as no other pat 
of the creature but the skin was ever of any use here, it grew 
into a proverb, that you can have nothing of a cat but her 
skin, 





REFLECTION. 


\ JITHOUT a serious sense of religion no dependence can 
be placed on the conduct of human beings. 


a - —— ——_— ———— 


— - — — 


A Question, by T. H. Madge, of Plymouth. 


T is required to divide £70 among four men, in such a man- 
ner, that by adding £6 to the first man’s part, substractiag 
£6 trom the second man’s part, multiplying the third mans 
part by £6, and dividing the fourth man’s pert by £6, the ad 
ditional sum total, the substractional remainder, the wultipli- 
cational product, and the divisional quotient may be equal to 
each other, 


9 POETRY. 
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For the WEEKLy ENTERTAINER. * 
THE GLOW-WORM. 


\ ,' 7HEN evening draws her sable shade, 
And darkens into night, 
The glow-worm in the silent glade 
Assumes its glimm’ ring light. 
Thus in the absence of the day, 
Kind nature plac’d him there, 
To cheer the trav’ller on his way, 
And keep him from despair. 
Should clouds obscure the lunar light, 
And hide each twinkling spark, 
The glow-worm beautifies the night, 
By shining in the dark. 
Bridport. T. C. G. 











ODE ON THE VINDICATION OF LIBERTY. 
{From the Earl of Crawford’s Poems. } 


STROPHE- 


AR from their hallow’d land, 
In sad captivity for many a year, 

The stern Egy ptian’s crue] hand, 
Afflicted Israel were assign “d tu bear. 

They knew the tyrant’s whip and taunt, 

With many a keen, heart-piercing want, 

While in the sun’s ferucivus blaze, 

They pass’d their long, laborious days. 
When from unfriendly earth no hope was giv’n, 
They rais’d their troubled thou, hts to Heav’n, 
And smarting with th’ oppressor” s rod, 

They pour’d their fervent pray’rs to Jacob’s faithful God. 


ANTISTROPHE, 


Affiiction’s honest pray’r 
Can mount like pleasing incense to the skies, 
And cause the Dread Creator quick to hear, 
And to relieve insulteu virtue rise. 
He sent a patriot and a c! ef, 
Toe ple ad and tue nforce relic 
Who led them with a daring | Nand 
From stubborn Egypt's fell command. 
The parted sea to Israel was a wall, 
Dhey fear’d not its proivacted fall, 
But lous’ ning upon Pharval ty 
Tyrant and host beneath the rvamg waves were lost. 


EPODKE. 
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EPODE. 


Oh raise to God the joyful song! 
To him our songs of praise belong! 
*Tis he that will the widow save, a 
Lheorphan, and’the hartass’d slave. 
He is a skilful man of war, 
W hose bow will reach his foe from far. 
On | let th’ opprest his worth proclaim, 
While tyrants trembie at his name 
How truly good is the August Supreme! 
He merits ail the glowing heart’s esteem! 
In Heav’n of Heav’ns he reigns Eternal Lord, 
In the full blaze of high magnificence, 
By hosts of seraphs ardently ador’d ; 
Yet the earth shews his great beneficence ; 
‘Then let the earth resound with songs of love, 
Responsive to the blest, immortal choirs above. 








































HYMN.—BY A YOUTH. 


Y Maker! of thy power the trace 
In every creature’s form and face 
The wond’ring soul surveys: 
Thy wisdom, infinite above 
Seraphic thought, a parent’s love 
As infinite displays! 
From ali that meets the eye or ear, 
There falls a holy, genial fear, 
That, like the heavy dews of morn, 
Refreshes, while it bows, the heart forlorn! 


Thou mad’st, thou fillest, earth, sea, air, 
Yet did’st the lisper, man, declare 
This whole carth’s voice and mind} 
Lord! ew’n as thou all present art, 
Oh may we still, with grateful heart, 
Thy presence know and find! 
Then come what will of weal or woe, 
Joy’s bosom-spring shall ceaseless flow, 
Kor tho’ ’tis Heaven thy SELF to see, 
Where but thy sHADOW falls, grief cannot be. 


D. C. 

















THE TEAR. 


S sorrow clouded Stella's brow, 
\ tear-drop quiver'd in her eye; 
Which briiliant charm, by secret fate, 
The queen of beauty chanc’d to spy. 


Enraptur’d, beauty gaz’d awhile | 
She chrystaliz’d the liquid gem, 
And hasten’d, with triumphant air, 

To place it in her diadem. 


Where, in the midst of thousand charms, 
In robes of brightest splendour dress’d, 

This tear is seen—the purest gem 

That glitters upon beauty’s crest. 





a ee a an a. 








